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the proposing of a good subject for research is often as difficult 
and as valuable as its experimental prosecution. 

Also worthy of mention and commendation is the sharpness of 
definition of certain terms too commonly used in rather a loose 
sense. To be fair, however, it must be added that the author 
does not always show a just and impartial appreciation of 
experimental facts ; if he can't give data a clear explanation in 
the light of his theory, then, he too often concludes, the data 
themselves must be in error. This is done, in one case, at 
least, where the author has not fully grasped the experimental 
facts. 

The book, in places, is rather tedious reading, principally for 
this reason • The author often enters into the minutest details 
right in connection with general discussions and conclusions, 
which is somewhat bewildering and confusing. This might 
have been avoided, perhaps, by a more liberal use of foot-notes. 
There are also certain notions original with the author and occu­
pying rather a prominent position throughout the work that do 
not seem to require so much emphasis, especially as they have 
not been adopted generally ; thus the distinction between sol­
vent and " solute," between " fusion " and "solubility" curves 
is hardly scientific or necessary. 

Although the suppression of mathematics in the book may make 
it more acceptable to those chemists who are lacking in mathe­
matical training, yet a certain amount of mathematical treat­
ment of some points would have rendered them more intelligible 
as well as more in keeping with the historical development of 
the subject. C. E. ! , INEBARGER. 
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